Explore The Life (and Afterlife)

of Batteries
e

DAY 1 — Button Batteries: Chemical Harm (Bologna Test)










One of the dangers of improper disposal: button battery

These small batteries can cause chemical burns inside the body in minutes if
swallowed.

Today, we’re doing a safe model experiment ~ the Bologna Test ~ to show you
what happens.

Safety Reminder:

¢ No touching the battery with bare hands
v No eating the bologna

v Goggles on







Let Us Begin...

Step 1: Place the bologna on your plate.
Step 2: Place the button battery in the center : positive side UP.
Step 3: Slowly drip saline around the battery until the area is moist.

Do not move the battery once it’s placed.

Start timer.







How does this work?

=> The saline acts like your body’s fluids.

=> The negative side of the battery creates hydroxide ions.

heat.

In children, this burn can start in minutes.

These ions burn through tissue. It creates a chemical burn, NOT










Experiment Disposal

Do not touch the bologna or battery

With your tongs, take the battery from the bologna
and place it in a ziplock bag.

With your tongs, place the bologna in the trash bag.
Clean the table with a clorox wipe.

Wash your hands.







For more information...

Visit Xplorlabs



https://xplorlabs.org/

